Reprinted from

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

May/June 1977 issue
Copyright, 1977 Billboard Publications, Inc.




Elevating the urban environment

The design of Manhattan’s Citicorp Center has set farsighted
standards for responsible space planning in a congested environment.
With the right combination of structural and material

solutions, the designers were able to add height while keeping
costs in line. The result is a structure elevated above street level,
freeing an entire city block for public functions.

By Robert Mehlman
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In the midst of an economic recession that has
brought large scale architectural development
to a virtual standstill in the Northeast, the con-
struction of the $128 million Citicorp Center in
midtown Manhattan is a noteworthy, if not as-
tounding event. Of greater importance, how-
ever, is that in the development of the most ad-
vanced and cost effective energy savings
program to date, and in the resolution of some
of the most baffling and previously insur-
mountable problems in structural engineering,
industrial design, retail marketing and urban
planning, Citicorp may be one of the most sig-
nificant recent architectural achievements.

Essentially Citicorp Center is a complex with
a 59 story office tower which will serve as the
international headquarters for Citibank (form-
erly The First National City Bank Corpora-
tion), an 8 story low-rise building centered by a
skylit atrium (containing a three-story retail
center at its bottom), a superb church that is an
engineering gem, and a beautifully landscaped
sunken plaza. While each maintains a visual
and functional identity, all are physically con-
nected in a masterfully integrated complex that
is virtually guaranteed to work in its individual
components, as well as its overall scheme.

While the 914 foot Citicorp tower represents



